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Agenda

1. Review of agenda
2. Review and approval of last meeting’s minutes

3. Discussion on GSICS Correction
a. GPRC reports

i. EUMETSAT

ii. JMA

iii. CMA

iv. NOAA

b. ATBD

4. WebEx at NOAA

5. KMA report on additional sites to be added into SADE by CNES
6. Next meeting
1. Review of Agenda
X. Wu apologized for postponing this meeting, due to technical difficulty at NOAA two days ago. He then introduced the agenda and suggested devoting most time to the presentation and discussion of GSICS Correction.
T. Hewison suggested adding CMA presentation, which was just submitted prior to the meeting. He also suggested selecting the date of the next meeting.

2. Review and Approval of Last Meeting’s Minutes

J. Lafeuille distributed a draft of the joint meeting minutes on 16 Mar 2009. Comments were received from D. Blumstein, T. Hewison, R. Iacovazzi, and Y. Tahara. R. Iacovazzi and X. Wu responded to the comments. These exchanges are being incorporated into the revision by J. Lafeuille.
3. Discussion on GSICS Correction

3.1. GPRC Reports
3.1.1. EUMETSAT
T. Hewison reminded us that while we have agreed upon the concept of GSICS Correction at Tokyo meeting, this concept has not been well defined. Specifically, our previous work has been focused on producing “Statistical Data”. It is not clear how to derive GSICS Correction from that. He proposed a “Correction Algorithm” that combines “Statistical Data” as main input and “User Input” as additional input to produce “Corrected Radiances” as final products. He offered topics and suggestions on how to implement such an algorithm.
X. Wu remarked that this conceptual model and the associated details are important contributions. He recommended each GPRC to develop a correction algorithm for its GEO, and reconvene to share experience and concerns.

3.1.2. JMA
Y. Tahara raised an important question whether the GSICS Correction should be applied to radiance. This was of particular concern to JMA (and CMA) because they deliver scaled brightness temperature to customers, whereas EUMETSAT and NOAA deliver scaled radiance. In order to apply radiance correction, it was believed that JMA would have to either convert Tb to radiance in non-trivial way, or to intercept certain intermediate data. However, after extensive discussions in the meeting and subsequently, it becomes clear that the JMA Tb product can be converted to radiance easily. With that and other considerations, the participants reconfirmed that, for all GPRCs, the GSICS Correction should be a correction in radiance, and be tailored to apply to the delivered product.

In addition, Y. Tahara corrected an error in his presentation at Tokyo meeting; offered additional thoughts on the implementation of GSICS Correction; reported a recent comparison between AIRS and IASI measurements; and informed the group of upcoming personnel change at JMA for GSICS activity. X. Wu pointed out that the AIRS-IASI comparison is an important work and suggested JMA to prepare a detailed report. T. Hewison suggested JMA to formally inform the GSICS Executive Panel of the personnel change. Participants thanked the significant contributions in the past two years by Y. Tahara and K. Kato, who will leave GSICS on 1 April 2009, and wished them well.
3.1.3. CMA
Y. Zhang reported on recent GSICS activities at CMA, which indicates that the FY-2X calibration could be substantially improved. The inter-comparison is becoming routine at CMA, and certain infrastructure is being funded and implemented. One unique situation is that FY-2X relies on vicarious calibration, which currently uses AVHRR and MODIS as reference that may be switched to AIRS and IASI in future. It remains to be seen how a product calibrated with AIRS & IASI data be corrected by AIRS & IASI data. Nevertheless the potential benefits of GSICS are well recognized at CMA.
P. Zhang informed the participants of personnel change. T. Hewison suggested CMA to formally inform the GSICS Executive Panel of the personnel change.
3.1.4. NOAA
X. Wu analyzed the data processing at the GPRCs that deliver scaled radiance and those that deliver scaled brightness temperature, and showed that radiance correction applied to delivered products is not only scientifically preferable but also operationally feasible. Much of the details have been discussed during JMA presentation. He also presented some thoughts on the implementation, much have been discussed during EUMETSAT and JMA presentations. In the end he reiterated his suggestion that all GPRCs to implement an inter-calibration algorithm, as outlined in EUMETSAT presentation, and reconvene at a later time to share ideas and concerns.
3.2. ATBD
X. Wu informed the group that NOAA has drafted a hierarchical ATBD on the Collocation, Transformation, and Filtering parts of the overall algorithm; to be completed are the Analysis and Correction parts. He intends to distribute the incomplete ATBD as soon as possible because these parts of ATBD are similar among several GPRCs. The incomplete ATBD is being reviewed by T. Hewison; who will work with X. Wu to clarify and modify the hierarchical ATBD model to make it applicable to all current and foreseeable ATBDs at all GPRCs.
4. WebEx

X. Wu and R. Iacovazzi informed the participants that NOAA has purchased the service of WebEx that may be used for future web meeting. The software has been installed in some computers, but not yet tested. It should have very similar functionality as Centra. More detail will be available in near future.

5. Additional Sites for SADE

D. Kim reported on progress in selecting additional sites for SADE. The presentation was cut very short, due to time constraint, but the accompanying file indicates that substantial progress has been made. P. Zhang commented that similar work has been conducted or planned at CMA. X. Wu praised KMA on the progress and recommended to involve other partners that have interested or expertise in this endeavor. 

6. Next Meeting

Participants agreed to hold the next GRWG web meeting 1030-1230 UTC, Tuesday, 26 May 2009. The general theme will be review of GSICS Correction algorithm and the ATBD. All members are invited to develop the agenda collaboratively.
In view of recent progress and in anticipation of WebEx, another meeting may be arranged in April.
7. Actions

7.1. All participants to upload the presentations by Friday prior to the meeting (Starting next meeting).
7.2. JMA to prepare a report on the difference between AIRS and IASI they recently characterized (June 30, 2009). 
7.3. JMA to inform GSICS EP (through Secretariat J. Lafueille) of the personnel change (CLOSED).
7.4. CMA to inform GSICS EP (through Secretariat J. Lafueille) of the personnel change (CLOSED). 

7.5. KMA to distribute a detailed description of selecting additional sites for SADE (April 17, 2009).
